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Everything you need
for the High Holy Days
is now online, including:

MComplete member packet
MOptions for nonmembers
MRegistration form  (print, 
 fill out & mail with check)
MDigital registration form  (fill out 
 online, email & pay online)

MRegister by August 27

AUGUST 2018
Dear Reader,
Instead of one fat, unwieldy (and hard-to staple) newsletter, you have before you three packets.  The first is the newslet-
ter itself; the second your High Holy Days paperwork; and the third a short proposal to make an important change to 
our bylaws. Please read them carefully and respond in good time. Happy reading..                           ~ The Editor

Sept. 1-2

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/0e0dc6b925eab3e0c2ea49b23/files/184c8dca-13d4-495f-91f9-3cf7634006d6/Member_Vote_on_Bylaws_Changes.pdf
http://http://kolhalev.net/content/members-high-holy-days-2018-5779
http://the%20whole%20packet/
http://http://kolhalev.net/content/high-holy-days-season-membership
http://kolhalev.net/sites/default/files/2018%20HHD%20member%20registration%20form%20only.pdf
http://kolhalev.net/sites/default/files/2018%20HHD%20writable%20registration%20form%20v2.pdf
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Mailing Address & Offices:
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215
University Heights, OH 44118
(216) 320-1498

RABBI:
Steve Segar

rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: WED., AUGUST 15

Services & Programs are held at:
The Lillian and Betty Ratner School
27575 Shaker Boulevard
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

OFFICE MANAGER:
Deb Senor

deb@kolhalev.net

EDUCATION DIRECTOR:
Robyn Novick

robyn@kolhalev.net

Officers:

President Halle Barnett & Lila Hanft
Vice President Open
Secretary Bill Scher-Marcus
Treasurer David Conn 
Past President Karly Whitaker

At-Large Members

Art Biagianti
Jennifer Finkel
Pam Millas

Ex Officio Members:

Rabbi Steve Segar
Founding Rabbi Jeffrey Schein
Education Dir. Robyn Novick

DIRECTORY

WELCOMING & CARING 
• Hesed – Robin Holzman & Martha Schubert
• Calendar Manager—Art Biagianti 
• Newsletter – Lila Hanft
• Proofreader – David Roberts
• Weekly Update – Robin Holzman
• Website – Brian Miller, Lila Hanft, Benjamin Barnett
• Marketing/PR –Halle Barnett
• Tech Support – Brian Miller

SPIRITUAL 
• Religious Practices –Bruce Fallick
• Holidays – Amy Hogg & Adina Davidson
• Meditation – Nancy Rubel & Allen Binstock
• Rosh Hodesh – Kirby Date
• Leyning Coordinator – Connie Friedman
• Lay Service Leader Coordinator – David Conn
• Service Co-Leader Coordinator – Arthur Lieberman

LEARNING VALUES TEAM 
• Youth & Family Education – Bill Marcus, interim
• Adult Education – Alan Federman
• Young Families/Tot Shabbat – Ben Seligman and Andy 
Oster
• Child Care Coordinator – Traci Elgart

• Book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Lunch and Learn – Alan Federman

INVOLVED VALUES TEAM
• GCC – Allen Binstock & Donna Weinberger

DEMOCRATIC & FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE
• Fundraising – open
• Cemetery – Mike Armin

PARTICIPATORY VALUES TEAM 
• Membership – Maureen Dinner
• Greeters – Deb Senor (Office Manager)
• Kiddush – Deb Senor (Office Manager)
• High Holy Days – Marcia Goldberg 
• Women’s Group – Happy Wallach 

DIRECTLY ACCOUNTABLE TO THE BOARD
• Finance Committee– Open
• Ratner Liaison – Sara Prentice Manela
• Rabbi Liaison – Open
• Strategic Planning Committee – Greg Selker
• Nominating Committee – Catherine Fallick 
• Security Corps – Bill Scher-Marcus
• Commitment Support Volunteer – Maxine Collin

 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

COMMITTEES and CHAIRS, by VALUES TEAM

Welcoming & Caring Lila Hanft
Spiritual Adina Davidson & Anna Kelman
Learning Bill Scher-Marcus
Involved  Open
Democratic & Fiscally  Responsible Mattuck Meacham 
Participatory Maureen Dinner

Values Team Leaders

mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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rabbinic corner rabbi steve segar

 
As has been my practice for a number of summers, I have gathered together a list of recently published books 
on themes related to Jews and Judaism. All of the books below have received very positive reviews and most of 
them were either finalists or winners in this past year’s National Jewish Book Award competition across a range of 
categories. As many of us search for titles to put on our summer readings lists, I submit the following selections as 
options to which we might give serious consideration. 

Mothers in the Jewish Cultural Imagination, edited by Jane L. Kanarek, Marjorie Lehman and 
Simon J Bronner.
The “Jewish mother” figure is a hallmark of Jewish culture, one which appears in the works 
of rabbis, artists, poets, and activists across time and place. While depictions of mothers and 
motherhood abound in Jewish writings, they vary significantly according to social context. 
These representations therefore offer important insights into the Jewish cultural imagination, 
and the ways in which writers resort to the figure of the Jewish mother to comprehend and 
construct their world.

The contributors to this volume highlight the complex network of symbols and images associated with Jewish 
mothers and motherhood as well as the vast array of social, historical, and cultural patterns that characterizations of 
mothers reflect. Each essay treats the topic from a specific perspective, spanning from mother-daughter relationships 
in the Talmud to depictions of mothers in twentieth-century American Jewish children’s literature.
 

Movies and Midrash: Popular Film and Jewish Religious Conversation by Wendy I. 
Zierler
Movies and Midrash uses cinema as a springboard to discuss central Jewish texts 
and matters of belief. A number of books have drawn on films to explicate Christian 
theology and belief, but Wendy I. Zierler is the first to do so from a Jewish perspective, 
exploring what Jewish tradition, text, and theology have to say about the lessons and 
themes arising from influential and compelling films. The book uses the method of 
“inverted midrash”: while classical rabbinical midrash begins with exegesis of a verse 
and then introduces a mashal (parable) as a means of further explication, Zierler turns 
that process around, beginning with the culturally familiar cinematic parable and then 
analyzing related Jewish texts. Each chapter connects a secular film to a different 
central theme in classical Jewish sources or modern Jewish thought. Films covered 
include The Truman Show (truth), Memento (memory), Crimes and Misdemeanors 
(sin), Magnolia (confession and redemption), The Descendants (birthright), Forrest 
Gump (cleverness and simplicity), and The Hunger Games (creation of humanity in 
God’s image), among others.
 

Jewish Comedy: A Serious History by Jeremy Dauber
Jeremy Dauber rightly sees the history of comedy—and Jewish comedy in particular—
as no laughing matter, and he has chronicled it in this appropriately serious book. 
Unlike many other writers who have tackled the same subject, Dauber is a scholar 
by profession and by temperament. His study is far from a collection of jokes, but a 
thorough historical examination of Jewish comedy written in an accessible style that 
leavens the theoretical constructs of Bergson and Freud with the occasional wisecrack 
worthy of Mel Brooks or Milton Berle. Dauber defines Jewish comedy as humor 
produced by Jews that deals with either contemporary or historical Jewish existence. 
Although this definition can be restrictive at times, it gives him plenty of grist for 
his analytical mill—from biblical and Talmudic stories, to haskalic literature, the works of 
Sholom Aleichem, and postwar American comedians ranging from Sid Caesar to Sarah Silverman.

continued on page 10
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robyn novickHAGIGA HAPPENINGS

Wow!  It has been quite a summer!  I am looking out my window at yet another picture-perfect day!  The summer 
has been full of wonderful Youth and Family connections.  We have had the honor to hold community meetings to 
reflect and strategize about Youth and Family Education at Kol HaLev, as well as visit both Camp Wise and Havaya 
(the new name for Camp JRF).  Next month I look forward to sharing about my stay at Camp Havaya, which is 
scheduled for August.  I truly cannot wait to see the fabulous experience that they provide and how we can integrate 
it into our program here!  We also have one more Community Meeting on Youth and Family education on Sunday, 
August 26th from 1:30-3:30.  We would love for you to participate and share your feelings.  Please be in touch for 
more information.

I am excited to share that our theme for Youth and Family Education for this coming year will be Kesherim!  Kesher-
im is translated as connections, relationships and links and we will be focusing on our connection and relationship in 
4 arenas:  B’nai Yisrael (ancestry/Torah), Klal Yisrael (the greater Jewish community), Kehilat Yisrael (Community/
Kol HaLev) and Kol Yoshvei Tevel (all who dwell on earth).  Through looking at these elements of life, we gain a new 
perspective of our history and present path, as well as the future of our Jewish journey.

We are again recipients of generous grants from many agencies:  Jewish Community Federation of Cleveland, Jewish 
Education Center of Cleveland, the Retreat Institute, and @Akiva.  These grants provide funding and resources that 
propel our program. We will be delve into the special programming provided by these grants throughout the year.  
This year’s programs include:  Klal Yisrael through Sukkot, making yadaim (Torah reading pointers) for personal use 
(B’nai Yisrael), cohort Shabbat dinners (Kehilat Yisrael), Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) projects (Kol Yoshvei 
Tevel), our biannual Shabbaton, cooking projects, and the Nesiya program.  These programs truly provide a depth and 
enrichment to the Youth and Family Education program that would not otherwise be possible.

The Youth and Family Education Committee has been working hard all summer and has plans for many changes this 
year, including changes to the structure of the Hagiga morning.  We will finalize our thoughts after our next commu-
nity meeting.  We have many ideas and much ruach (spirit) heading into the year!  We are fortunate that our program 
is emergent, one which evolves as the year progresses.  If there is something that you would like for us to teach or 
you would like to teach, please be in touch.  There are many opportunities!  Looking forward to a great year!

Kol tuv (all the best),
Robyn

We send wishes for a refuah shleimah, a complete and speedy healing, to Anita Cohn; Lila Hanft; Jayne Jones; 
Ron Kohn; Ami Kopstein; Frank Maris; Chip May; Pauline Raymond; and Eda Weiss.  We would love to hear 
from you if you or another Kol HaLev member you know of would like to be included on this list. 

Thanks to Robin Holzman who was the April Monthly Coordinator. During the month, members provided meals and 
rides when needed.

If you wish to participate in the work of the Hesed Committee, or if you know of anyone who may need the support 
of our committee, please contact Rabbi Steve or Robin Holzman (robinholzman@gmail.com) and Martha Schubert 

(marthaschubert@mac.com), Hesed Co-chairs.

HESED

mailto:robinholzman%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:marthaschubert%40mac.com?subject=
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The August meeting is Thursday, August 23, at the home of Anna Kelman. We will discuss Pumpkinflowers: A 
Soldier’s Story of a Forgotten War by Matti Friedman. (256 pages, a Kindle version is available). 

A preview from Amazon: It was just one small hilltop in a small, unnamed war in the late 
1990s, but it would send out ripples that are still felt worldwide today. The hill, in Lebanon, 
was called the Pumpkin; flowers was the military code word for “casualties.” Award-winning 
writer Matti Friedman re-creates the harrowing experience of a band of young Israeli soldiers 
charged with holding this remote outpost, a task that would change them forever, wound the 
country in ways large and small, and foreshadow the unwinnable conflicts the United States 
would soon confront in Afghanistan, Iraq, and elsewhere.

Pumpkinflowers is a reckoning by one of those young soldiers now grown into a remarkable 
writer. Part memoir, part reportage, part history, Friedman’s powerful narrative captures the 
birth of today’s chaotic Middle East and the rise of a twenty-first-century type of war in which there is 
never a clear victor and media images can be as important as the battle itself.

Raw and beautifully rendered, Pumpkinflowers will take its place among classic war narratives by George Orwell, 
Philip Caputo, and Tim O’Brien. It is an unflinching look at the way we conduct war today.

The book for September is Waking Lions by Ayelet Gundar-Goshen.

All Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend the book group. For more information about the group, including 
a calendar of the book selections for the year, look at our web page (kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin 
(KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s e-mail list.

READ A GOOD BOOK LATELY?

Have you read a book you’ve been telling all your friends to read? Is there one you would like to discuss with other 
Kol HaLev members? Then tell the Book Group about it. 

It will soon be time to choose books for 2019. The process starts with nominations, which can come from any 
member of Kol HaLev and should be directed to Kevin Weidenbaum at kjw@oberlin.net. We read books by Jewish 
authors or books on topics relevant to Jewish or Israeli history and life. Both non-fiction and fiction books may 
be nominated, and they don’t have to be new; older ones are also OK. We hope that you have read the books you 
are nominating and consider them worthy of discussion. Books of excessive length are generally discouraged (but 
exceptions have been made for really great books). Please send your suggestions by mid-October.

If you have refrained from attending a book group discussion because none of the chosen books have appealed to 
you, then now is your opportunity to get involved by nominating your favorite books. 

The book group started in August of 2002 and has discussed about 160 books to date. If you would like to see the 
full list, please ask Kevin for it.

HUG HASEFER: BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
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NEWS FROM

For many years now, the vast majority of our communal energy in the arena of social justice/tikkun olam has been 
channeled into and through our participation in the multi-faith and multi-ethnic Greater Cleveland Congregations 
(GCC) organization, which, since its founding in 2011, has worked for and achieved significant improvements for 
residents of Greater Cleveland (and, in certain cases, for much broader swathes of the population) in the areas of 
healthcare, education, criminal justice and gun violence reduction. Kol HaLev has maintained what’s referred to as 
a “Core Team” since our initial decision to join GCC; a group of Kol HaLev members who step forward to serve as 
bridges of connection, information, education and activism between our community and that of the broader GCC 
organization. We are excited to begin our new program-year with an opportunity for Kol HaLev members to meet 
our current Core Team and to learn about the initiatives that are presently taking place, as well as opportunities to get 
involved with GCC going forward. That opportunity will take place on Saturday evening, August 18 at the home of 
Mimi Plevin-Foust, 2700 Coventry Road in Shaker Heights,between 6:00 and 8:00 p.m. The evening will begin with 
a vegetarian potluck dinner followed by an overview of current GCC activities and an opportunity for questions and 
dialogue. RSVPs are not required, but appreciated, to MimiPlev@msn.com.
We hope to see many of you there,

~Rabbi Steve

Building Power: GCC is in the midst of an 18-month-long ‘Building Power’ campaign. While our important initia-
tives continue, we are working hard to bring new congregations, non-profits and schools in to join us in order to 
increase our effectiveness and clout. If you have connections to an organization that you think we should meet with, 
please contact Donna Weinberger to let her know.

Criminal Justice: GCC held a large Criminal Justice Action in April at St. John AME Church to hear progress reports 
from County Prosecutor Michael O’Malley and Administrative and Presiding Judge John Russo, attended by over 
20 Kol HaLev members. We learned about a new Civil Rights Unit within the Prosecutor’s Office, one of only three 
nationwide, and that the prosecutor has established an independent agency to review any police use-of-force fatalities 
going forward. Additional reforms include new programs to divert more individuals away from prosecution for non-
violent offenses to Drug Court and diversion programs and a soon-to-be-implemented county-wide bail reform effort 
led by Judge Russo to bring greater economic fairness to all bail and detention-related decisions.

Gun Violence: Huge news from the Do Not Stand Idly By campaign: At the Sturm Ruger shareholders meeting in 
early May, a shareholders’ resolution submitted by the Interfaith Center for Corporate Responsibility and co-written 
by the Do Not Stand Idly By campaign passed!

This resolution requires detailed reporting on the safety and distribution practices of Sturm Ruger, including invest-
ment in smart gun technology. The milestone, the first of its kind directed to the gun manufacturers, is a testament to 
the strategy that pushes investment, not divestment. It is the culmination of years of organizing from GCC and our 
sister organizations in Metro IAF. 

To learn more, read the CNBC article: "Sturm Ruger shareholders approve proposal for gun-maker to report risks of 
its business." (https://cnb.cx/2NYNAqv) 

GCC has welcomed back our longtime organizer Khalilah Worley. Khalilah has come to speak at Kol HaLev services 
about GCC’s work, specifically, in relation to Cleveland’s public schools. A dynamic, warm, and highly effective 
organizer, we are thrilled to have her back. Lead organizer James Pearlstein has moved on to new opportunities out of 
town and will be missed. 

~Mimi Plevin-Foust

mailto:MimiPlev%40msn.com?subject=
mailto:https://cnb.cx/2NYNAqv?subject=


August 2018 Kol HaLev HappeningsPage 7

 

ORDER YOUR HIGH HOLY DAYS PRAYERBOOKS NOW!

Kol HaLev uses the Reconstructionist High Holy Days mahzor (prayerbook), Prayerbook 
for the Days of Awe. We own a limited number of mahzorim, which we reserve for the use of 

visitors, guests and  the High Holy Days Season Members, who may be considering becoming 
full-time members.

To support this welcoming minhag (custom) for guests, Kol HaLev members and member fami-
lies purchase and use their own copies of the prayerbook.  If you don't own your own copy of 
the Reconstructionist High Holy Days prayerbook, Mahzor Leyamim Nora’im, you can get one 
right now: They're available to Kol HaLev members at 40% off!

There are three ways to order:

1. Mail: Download the order form and mail it in.
2. Phone: Order by phone by calling the Reconstructionist Press at 215.576.0800. Tell them you are a member of 

Kol HaLev and ask for the 40% off discount.
3. Online: Click here to go to the Reconstructionist Press website. Place the book(s) in your cart. When you 

review your cart before checkout, there is a box to the right. Enter the code investm40. The shopping site will 
apply the discount — 40% off of the retail price — no matter how many copies you order.

Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month:

• David Labovitz – Grandfather of Lila Hanft
• Martin Siegel – Husband of Renee Siegel
• Julius Hirsh Smilg – Father of Maureen Dinner
• Alan Fallick – Father of Bruce Fallick
• Zillah Israeli-Sister-in-law of Anna Kelman
• Herbert Rubel- – Father of Nancy Rubel
• Dora Pelsmajer – Mother of Julio Pelsmajer
• Mark Brand – Husband of Maxine Brand
• Ruth S Friedman – Mother of Joyce Wolpert
• Minnotte Kohn – Mother of Ron Kohn
• Boris Pelsmajer – Father of Julio Pelsmajer
• Anne Chabot – Mother of Audrey Warner
• Jean Gordon – Mother of Margy Weinberg
• Samuel Berger – Grandfather of Nancy Frazier
• Arthur Cowles – Stepfather of Kirby Date
• Ann Falcore – Aunt of Toby Trevis
• Ethel Calvert – Mother of Julie Handler

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of loved ones in Kol HaLev Happenings by submitting the name of the 
deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death including the year to deb@kolhalev.net. 

YAHRZEITS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them 
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LUNCH AND LEARN WITH RABBI GIVENTHAL, CLIMATE CHANGE ACTIVIST
by Alan Federman, Adult Education Committee Chair

On Saturday, August 4, we will host Rabbi Moshe Givental for a lunch and learn following services at 1:15. Rabbi 
Moshe is, among other things, a climate activist, currently on a pilgrimage to “help communities rediscover the 
sacred within the Earth and respond to the destruction of climate change in healing, creative, and resilient ways.” 
He is spending the summer walking from Boston to Detroit, speaking to religious communities of all denominations 
about this issue. I’ve asked him to speak not just on issues of climate change and spirituality but about his personal 
journey and what drives him to devote himself so passionately to this cause. I think this will be an opportunity to 
meet a remarkable individual.

TORAH READING REFRESHER

Remember that time you worked so hard to learn to leyn (chant Torah)? You studied and practiced, and maybe 
even leyned once or twice. We’d love to help you reconnect with this skill. Please join us for a refresher session (or 
several sessions if there is interest). This will be an informal gathering for anyone who has a little background in 
leyning, or who just hasn’t leyned in a while and wants some support.
 
We can review the trope, learn about some helpful apps, practice together, and maybe even explore the significance 
of this ancient ritual.

If you are interested, please contact Connie at conniesfriedman@gmail.com or 216.233.8010 as soon as possible so 
we can set up some summer meetings for this. 

RECONSTRUCTIONIST CONVENTION NEWS!
CONSIDERING ATTENDING THE CONVENTION IN PHILLY IN NOVEMBER?

Here's the latest:

 If you are mulling it over, you should know that spaces are filling fast, so register as soon as possible. Here is 
a shortlink to the registration page: https://goo.gl/aKpW6x
 
If cost is a factor, there is stilll financial aid available from the Reconstructionist movement (you apply when 
you register for the convention) as well as subsidies from Rabbi Steve for the costs of the convention. 
 
Adina Davidson is willing to help coordinate travel, This may look like helping people put together carpools.  
It may look like renting one or more mini-vans or even chartering a small bus. 
We can't be sure until we know who is traveling and when. So. if you are interested in traveling with fellow 
Kol Halevers, you must contact Adina by AUGUST 20 at adinadavidson18@gmail.com. 

For more convention information, see the flyer on page 12.

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

https://goo.gl/aKpW6x
mailto:adinadavidson18%40gmail.com?subject=


August 2018 Kol HaLev HappeningsPage 9

RABBI AMY EILBERG IS THE FIRST VISITING SCHOLAR IN A NEW 
ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM HONORING DR. MAUREEN HACK

by Deena Epstein 

Rabbi Amy Eilberg, who blends ancient Jewish sacred text on peacebuilding with con-
temporary conflict theory, will be Kol HaLev’s scholar-in-residence September 1 and 2, 
Selichot weekend.

The theme for the weekend is “Arguing for the Sake of Heaven: The Spiritual Path of Con-
structive Conflict in our Families, Our Community and Our Society.”

Rabbi Eilberg, who travels widely teaching the art of listening, dialogue and conflict en-
gagement , will offer three learning sessions open to the community on Shabbat and also 
meet with Kol HaLev leadership on Sunday morning to teach them how to begin embed-
ding her “constructive conflict” approach more deeply in our culture.

She will teach Torah study Saturday morning at 9:30, facilitate a lunch-and-learn program 
after Kiddush and lead a study session at the Selichot observance Saturday night. 

Her visit to Kol HaLev is made possible through a generous gift in memory of the late Dr. Maureen Hack, a longtime 
member of the community and noted professor of neonatology who died in 2015, by her nieces and nephews.  

“Having the opportunity to learn from Rabbi Amy is both a wonderful next step for those who have already begun 
this journey and also a wonderful first step for those who have yet to experience the transformative potential of her 
approach to addressing constructive conflict on the individual, community and societal levels,” said Rabbi Steve 
Segar. “I encourage our members to take advantage of her wisdom and expertise on a topic that touches so many 
aspects of our lives.”

Rabbi Eilberg, the first woman ordained as a Conservative rabbi by the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 
is currently coordinator of Jewish engagement for Faith in Action Bay Area, a multi-faith, multi-racial social justice 
organization in the San Francisco area and a senior faculty member at the Musar Institute.

She is the author of “From Enemy to Friend: Jewish Wisdom and the Pursuit of Peace” and was previously director 
of the Pardes Rodef Shalom Communities Program, teaching Jewish civil discourse to rabbis, synagogues and Jewish 
organizations. She has been honored by awards from the Rabbinical Assembly, the New Israel Fund and Tru’ah: the 
Rabbinic Call for Human Rights.

Rabbi Steve said he was delighted that Rabbi Eilberg’s visit will be the first program funded by 
the gift in memory of Maureen Hack.

He said Maureen’s family felt that she was most connected to Kol HaLev through study and dis-
cussions so the idea of funding adult education and Shabbaton programming seemed appropriate.

Maureen was a member of Kol HaLev for almost 20 years and during that time chaired the adult 
education and Israel committees. She also coordinated High Holiday kiddushes for many years, 
was a regular attendee at Torah study sessions and worked with students in the Ivrit B’Ivrit and 
Chaverim B'Telephone programs.

Rabbi Amy Eilberg

Maureen Hack, z"l
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 SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE WEEKEND

      
          S

EPTEMBER 1-2, 2018

RABBI AMY EILBERG
“Arguing for the Sake of Heaven: 
The Spiritual Path of Constructive 
Conflict in our Families, Our 
Community and Our Society.”

9:30 a.m. Rabbi Eilberg 
will teach the Torah 
study before Shabbat 
Morning Service.

1:30 p.m. (following 
kiddush). Rabbi Eilberg 
will facilitate a Lunch 
and Learn. 

8:oo p.m. Rabbi Eilberg 
will  lead a study 
session at the S’lichot 
Service. 

Rabbi Amy Eilberg, who blends ancient Jewish sacred text on peace-
building with contemporary conflict theory, will be Kol HaLev’s 
scholar-in-residence during S’lichot weekend, leading sessions open to 
the public on Saturday, September 1.  

Rabbi Eilberg, the first woman ordained as a Conservative rabbi by the 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America, is currently coordinator of Jewish 
engagement for Faith in Action Bay Area, a multi-faith, multi-racial social 
justice organization in the San Francisco area and a senior faculty member 
at the Musar Institute. She is the author of From Enemy to Friend: Jewish 
Wisdom and the Pursuit of Peace.

Rabbi Eilberg’s visit to Kol HaLev is made possible through a generous 
gift in memory of the late Dr. Maureen Hack, a longtime member of the 
community and noted professor of neonatology who died in 2015, by her 
nieces and nephews. 
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A Horse Walks into a Bar by David Grossman
In recent years, acclaimed novelist David Grossman’s capacity for surprising readers’ 
expectations has come to seem limitless. Not long after his incandescent To the End of 
the Land, an epic family story many consider Israel’s definitive antiwar novel, Grossman 
addressed his own grief in the wake of his 20-year-old son Uri’s death in the Second 
Lebanon War in Falling Out of Time. . . In his latest book, A Horse Walks Into A Bar, 
Grossman once again addresses the intersections of grief, society, and the individual, 
this time in a thoroughly sly, roundabout way, ingeniously setting the narrative in a 
comedian’s single disastrous nightclub appearance, a performance that begins on a raucous 
note of hilarity before veering off into wildly unexpected terrain. The novel’s chief protagonists are the 
fictional comic Dov Greenstein and a reluctant member of his audience, District Court Justice Avishai Lazar. The two 
have not seen each other since boyhood, and Dov’s standup comedy show provides the unlikely occasion for their 
fraught reunion. Over the course of an increasingly tense evening, Grossman gazes over the shoulders of the comedy 
club’s audience to observe these two characters struggle to resurrect memories of their earlier bond buried beneath the 
detritus of the long eventful decades. Just who are they to one another?

After opening with a (thoroughly Israeli) routine of macho, ribald banter, Dov’s sudden refusal to deliver more humor 
gradually alienates his restive audience. Soon, the comic seems altogether at war with his old fans, alternatively 
teasing, insulting, and cajoling them throughout a bewildering performance that ultimately turns self-destructive—or 
redemptive, depending on the way one looks at it—evincing the genius of Dov’s artistic control and its wrenching 
loss. Meanwhile, Avishai’s childhood memories of Dov’s mistreatment at the hands of childhood bullies provide 
jarring interludes, reveries culminating in a remote desert pre-military youth camp where tragic events cause the staff 
to hastily arrange Dov’s return home without disclosing what awaits him.

The Wisdom on Not Knowing by Estelle Frankel
For most of us the unknown is both friend and foe. At times it can be a source of paralyzing 
fear and uncertainty, and at other times it can be a starting point for transformation, creativity, 
and growth. The unknown is a deep current that runs throughout all religions and mystical 
traditions, and it is also the nexus of contemporary psychotherapeutic thought and practice 
and a key element in all personal growth and healing. In The Wisdom of Not Knowing, 
psychotherapist Estelle Frankel shows us that our psychological, emotional, and spiritual 
health is radically influenced by how comfortable we are at navigating the unknown and 
uncertain dimensions of our lives. Drawing on insights from Kabbalah, depth psychology, 
Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, and ancient myth, Frankel explores how we can grow 
our souls by tapping into the wisdom of not knowing. She also includes case studies of 
individuals who have grappled with their fears of the unknown and, as a result, have come 
out wiser, stronger, and more resilient. Each chapter includes experiential exercises and/

or meditations for befriending the unknown. These exercises help convey how we must be willing to "not know" in 
order to gain knowledge and be able to bear uncertainty so we can be free to enjoy a healthy sense of adventure and 
curiosity.

continued from page 3
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Sat., Aug. 4 9:30-10:30 a.m. Torah Study. Leader: Kevin Weidenbaum
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Shabbat Service at Ratner. Ekev.  Service Leaders: David Conn and Arthur 

Lieberman; Kiddush Sponsors:  Kevin and Sue Weidenbaum
1:15-2:25 p.m. Lunch and Learn.  Rabbi Moshe Givental is, among other things, a climate 

activist, currently on a pilgrimage to “help communities rediscover the sa-
cred within the Earth and respond to the destruction of climate change in 
healing, creative, and resilient ways.” He is spending the summer walking 
from Boston to Detroit, speaking to religious communities of all denomi-
nations about this issue. He'll speak not just on issues of climate change 
and spirituality but about his personal journey and what drives him to 
devote himself so passionately to this cause 

Mon., Aug. 6 7:30-9:00 p.m. Executive Committee Meeting
Sat., Aug. 11 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Member Led Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel; Re'eh; Service Lead-

ers: Greg Selker and Irwin Weinberger;  a Torah discussionwill take place 
within service; Kiddush Sponsor: Audrey Warner, in honor of her parents

Sun., Aug. 12 7:30-8:30 a.m. Rosh Hodesh (Elul) Walking Meditation at Horseshoe Lake, Shaker 
Heights. For more information on past and upcoming walks, and a month-
ly meditation, see our blog at https://roshchodeshcleveland.wordpress.
com/

7:00-9:00 p.m. Kol HaLev Drop-In Singing Group. For more information, contact Kirby 
Date at kdate@sbcglobal.net

Mon. Aug. 13 7:30-9:00 p.m. Board Meeting at the home of Art & Sue Biagianti. All members welcome
Wed., Aug. 15 Deadline for the September issue of Kol HaLev Happenings
Sat., Aug. 18 9:30-10:30 a.m. Torah Discussion in Ratner Library led by Barbara Epstein

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Shabbat Service at Ratner. Shofetim; Service Leader: Rabbi Steve; Kid-
dush  Sponsor: Karal Stern.

6:00-8:00 p.m. Greater Cleveland Congregations Social and Potluck at the home of Mimi 
Plevin-Foust.  The evening will begin with a vegetarian potluck dinner 
followed by an overview of current GCC activities and an opportunity for 
questions and dialogue.  Read more on page 6

Sun., Aug. 19 7:30-9:00 p.m. Elul Study Session; check your weekly update for the location
Thur., Aug. 23 7:30-9:00 p.m. Book Club at the home of Anna Kelman in South Euclid. The book is 

Pumpkinflowers: A Soldier’s Story of a Forgotten War by Matti Friedman. 
Read more on page 5

Fri., Aug. 24 6:00-9:00 p.m. Kabalat Shabbat and Potluck at Ratner School. Service Leader: Rabbi 
Steve. The potluck contributions should be vegetarian/dairy or pareve 
and should not contain nuts. Please bring enough for 8-10. In keeping 
with our goal of becoming a more sustainable community, we encourage 
members to bring their own reuseable plates, cups, utensils and napkins 
to our potluck. Assignments: A-H - Dessert or Drink; I-P - Main Dish ; Q-Z - 
Appetizer or Salad. Kiddush host needed.

Sat., Aug. 25 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Shabbat in the Park at North Chagrin Reservation; Kee Tetze; Service 
Leader: Rabbi Steve. Kiddush host needed.

CALENDAR

https://roshchodeshcleveland.wordpress.com/
https://roshchodeshcleveland.wordpress.com/
mailto:kdate%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
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ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER CALENDAR
We make every effort to ensure that the newsletter calendar is accurate and up-to-date at the time of publication.  
Events can change, so please check the calendar on our website to be sure you have the most recent information. 
Calendar corrections may be sent to calendar@kolhalev.net

ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER
Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community. Please 
email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, suggestions, or content for upcoming 
issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.

Sun., Aug. 26 1:30-3:30 p.m. Community Meeting on Youth Education at the home of Laurel and 
Aaron Simkoff. Come share your thoughts about our youth and family 
education programming and join in some tie-dye fun for all ages.

Sun., Aug. 26 7:00-9:00 p.m. Elul Study Session; check your weekly update for the location 
Mon., Aug. 27 DEADLINE for High Holy Days Registration and Payment
Tues., Aug. 28 7:30-9:30 p.m Hagiga Madrichim Meeting at the Kol HaLev Office.
Sat., Sept. 1 9:30-10:30 a.m. Torah Discussion in Ratner Library led by Visiting Scholar Rabbi Amy Eil-

berg. See more on pages 9 and 10
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel; Kee Tavo; Service Leader: Rabbi 

Steve; Kiddush Sponsors: Dan And Anne Barach
1:00-2:00 p.m. Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Amy Eilberg
8:00-10:00 p.m. S'lichot Service at Ratner Chapel; Service Leaders: Rabbi Steve and Rabbi 

Amy Eilberg

CALENDAR

http://kolhalev.net/calendar
mailto:calendar%40kolhalev.net?subject=

